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NEW YORK Tl MES ROBBERY ‘| NSI DER SENTENCED
TO MORE THAN 4 YEARS | N PRI SON ON CONSPI RACY CHARGES

JAMES B. COWEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern Di strict of New York, announced t hat ANTHONY CAPANELLI was
sentenced Monday afternoon in Manhattan federal court by United
States District Judge CHARLES S. HAIGHT to 51 nonths in prison on
charges stemm ng fromhis participationinaconspiracy with nenbers
of the Genovese Organized Crinme Family to rob The New York Tines
Enpl oyee Federal Credit Union at the Coll ege Point Plant in Queens,
New Yor K.

CAPANELLI, 37, a former pressman who worked at both the
New York Post and The New York Tinmes newspapers, was arrested on
Decenber 5, 2001, along with 72 other defendants - including 3
capos, 7 soldiers and nunerous associ ates of the Genovese Organi zed
Crime Famly. The 5 other defendants charged wi th CAPANELLI on the
armed robbery conspiracy charges included |ong-tine GCenovese

Sol diers Carm ne Russo and Elio Al banese, who pled guilty in My



2002 and were sentenced to 57 nonths and 70 nont hs of inprisonnent,
respectively. The 2 others convicted of the arned robbery
conspiracy charges, Genovese associ ates Joe Savarese, a former New
York Police Departnment (“NYPD') officer, and N cholas Fiorello,
received 84 nonths’ and 37 nonths’ inprisonnent, respectively, at
their sentencings.

The arrests of CAPANELLI and hi s co-def endants represented
the culmnation of a 40-nonth investigation in which an undercover
NYPD det ective — known as “Big Frankie” — and several cooperating
W tnesses operating under the direction of the FBI and NYPD,
infiltrated the Genovese Crinme Famly. The FBI described the
under cover operation at the tinme of the arrests as “one of the nobst
successful and significant undercover operations in | aw enforcenent
hi story.”

To date, 70 of the defendants arrested on Decenber 5,
2001, have been convicted. The | ead defendant in the case, Pasqual e
Parrello, a/k/ia “Patsy,” a capo in the CGenovese Organized Crine
Fam |y, previously pled guilty in Mnhattan federal court to
racketeering charges relating to his nany years of |eadership of a
Bronx- based La Cosa Nostra crew. Parrello, 58, pled guilty in a 98-
count Indictnent that al so charged 50 of the 70 ot her defendants to
conducting and conspiring to conduct the affairs of a racketeering
enterprise through a pattern of 20 separate acts of racketeering

activity, including: | oansharking, extortion, enbezzl enent and | abor



racketeering, trafficking in contraband cigarettes, |iquor and
stolen jewelry, credit card fraud and attenpted bank fraud and
ganbling. Those defendants who have been convicted, in addition to

Parrell o, include capo Rosari o Gangi, a/k/a “Rossi,” capo Joe Denti,
alk/a “Joe D.,” as well as soldiers Vito D Salvo, Carm ne Russo,
alk/la "“Baby Carmine,” Elio Al banese, al/k/a *“Chinatown,” M ke
Gisante, a/k/a, “Mkey Hands” and Dom ni ck Ni castro.
According to the evidence at trial, CAPANELLI was the

“insider” who plotted with nmenbers of the Genovese Famly to steal
nore than $2 nmillion dollars in proceeds from a Federal Enployee
Credit Union |located at the College Point Plant. According to the
evidence at trial, CAPANELLI used his access to the New York Tines
plant to obtain pressman’s unifornms, parking passes and other
mat eri al necessary to allow his co-conspirators to surreptitiously
gain access to the College Point Plant to commt the planned arned
robbery of the Credit Union. The evidence also established that
CAPANELLI drew meticul ous maps of the College Point - including
details about the location of the Credit Union and the New York
Times security force — to aid his co-conspirators in the plot.

CAPANELLI, 37, lives in Long Island.

M. COVEY praised the investigative efforts of the Joint

Organi zed Crime Task Force conposed of the FBI and the NYPD, the

Bureau of Al cohol, Tobacco and Firearns, the United States Secret



Service and the Social Security Adm nistration
Assi stant United States Attorneys MATTHEWL. BI BEN, EDWARD
C. O CALLAGHAN, and DAVID RASKIN, are in charge of the prosecution.
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